
              
 

               
 

             ON TRACK EXPEDITIONS 

        THE KOKODA TRACK 
	

Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	International	Award	–	Alumni	Trek	
	

Trip	Dates	
Depart:	16	April	2017	
Return:	25	April	2017	
	

Price	
AUD	3500	for	Duke	of	Ed	Alumni	
AUD	2800	for	Duke	of	Ed	Alumni	who	are	full-time	students	
AUD	3700	for	family	and	friends	
	

Inclusions	
2	nights	twin	share	hotel	accommodation	
Charter	flight	between	Port	Moresby	and	Kokoda	in	PNG	
All	transfers	
Australian	historical	guide	
Local	PNG	head	guide	and	group	porter	crew	
Emergency	satellite	communications	
Personal	Tent	
Public	Liability	Insurance	Cover	
Kokoda	Track	Foundation	Membership	
Travel	Insurance		
All	meals	on	the	track	
	

Not	Included	
International	Flights	(On	Track	Expeditions	will	book	these	at	competitive	rates,	approx.	AUD	850	per	person	ex	Sydney)	
Personal	Porter	(optional	extra	for	$600)	

	

Expressions	of	Interest		
Before	1st	December	2016.	A	$500	deposit	will	be	 required	at	 that	 time	to	confirm	a	place.	The	 final	balance	 is	payable	2	
months	prior	to	departure.	
	



	

Itinerary	
	

DAY	ONE.	Upon	 arrival	 at	 the	 airport	we	will	 be	 transferred	 to	 the	 Kokoda	 Trail	 Hotel	 on	 the	 picturesque	 Sogeri	 Plateau,	 just	
outside	of	Port	Moresby.	A	trek	briefing	will	take	place	before	a	group	dinner.			
	
DAY	TWO.	We	make	an	early	start	and	travel	by	bus	to	Owers’	Corner,	the	start	point	of	the	trek.	Here	we	meet	the	porters	who	
will	accompany	the	group	for	the	first	time.	We	descend	to	the	Goldie	River	and	then	climb	Imita,	the	first	ridgeline	of	the	Range.	
It	was	at	 this	point	where	 the	Australians,	 camped	on	 the	 ridge,	 turned	 the	 tide	 in	 the	battle	and	 forced	 the	 Japanese,	on	 the	
opposing	ridgeline	at	Ioribaiwa,	to	retreat.	We	descend	into	the	Ua-Ule	creek	valley	and	make	camp	for	the	night.		
	
DAY	THREE.	We	climb	to	the	top	of	Ioribaiwa	Ridge.	It	was	here	that	the	Japanese	were	forced	to	retreat	through	exhaustion	and	
starvation,	despite	being	within	sight	of	the	ocean	and	the	lights	of	Port	Moresby,	their	ultimate	goal.	After	crossing	Ofi	Creek	we	
make	camp	at	the	village	of	Nauro,	perched	on	a	hillside	in	the	Maguli	Range.		
	
DAY	FOUR.	We	make	our	way	through	the	Brown	River	valley,	where	the	main	crossing	provides	the	most	pleasant	swimming	hole	
on	the	track.	We	then	climb	up	and	over	‘the	Wall’	to	Menari,	one	of	the	largest	villages	in	the	Range.	
	
DAY	 FIVE.	We	 ascend	 Brigade	Hill,	 the	 site	 of	 one	 of	 the	most	 famous	 battles	 of	 the	 campaign.	 It	was	 here	 that	 a	 night-time	
Japanese	flanking	manoeuvre	saw	Brigadier	Potts	cut	off	 from	the	three	Battalions	under	his	command.	The	2/14th	and	2/16th	
Battalions	managed	to	regain	the	Australian	lines,	but	the	2/27th	Battalion,	having	been	in	the	battle	for	only	one	day,	became	
lost	 in	 the	 jungle	 for	 three	 arduous	weeks	before	 finally	 re-emerging	 in	 the	 foothills	 near	 Port	Moresby.	We	pass	 through	 the	
village	of	Efogi	before	making	camp	at	Naduri.		
	
DAY	SIX.	We	make	our	way	up	and	over	Mount	Bellamy,	the	highest	part	of	the	track	with	an	altitude	of	2100	meters.	In	this	area	
we	see	some	of	the	track’s	more	interesting	geographical	features:	the	high	altitude	‘moss	forests’	and	the	Myola	Lakes,	huge	dry	
lakebeds	that	served	as	important	dropping	grounds	for	Australian	supplies.	We	make	camp	at	Templeton’s	Crossing,	named	after	
‘Uncle’	Sam	Templeton,	Captain	of	B	Company	39th	Battalion,	a	popular	and	courageous	officer	who	lost	his	life	in	the	early	stages	
of	the	battle.	
	
DAY	 SEVEN.	We	 pass	 through	 Eora	 Creek	 village.	 Now	 abandoned,	 the	 wartime	 village	 was	 a	 regimental	 aid	 post	 during	 the	
Australian	withdrawal,	made	famous	by	footage	from	Damien	Parer’s	Academy-Award	winning	documentary	‘Kokoda	Front	Line’.	
Several	months	later,	during	the	Australian	advance,	Eora	Creek	was	the	site	of	a	fierce	battle	that	marked	the	Japanese	last	stand	
in	the	ranges.	In	the	afternoon	we	cross	Eora	Creek,	pass	through	the	village	of	Alola	and	make	camp	at	the	Isurava	Memorial	Site.		
	
DAY	EIGHT.	Dawn	service	at	the	Isurava	Memorial.	At	Isurava	we	will	hear	how	the	2/14th	Infantry	Battalion	of	the	AIF	joined	the	
beleaguered	39th	in	the	fight	against	the	Japanese,	just	at	the	point	when	all	hope	seemed	lost.	Bruce	Kingsbury	won	his	Victoria	
Cross	 in	 this	 battle.	 The	 breathtaking	 Isurava	Memorial	 is	 testament	 to	 the	 courage,	 endurance,	mateship	 and	 sacrifice	 of	 the	
diggers.	We	then	descend	the	western	ridge	of	the	Eora	Creek	valley,	passing	through	the	fields	of	choko	vines	to	the	village	of	
Deniki.	From	here	it	is	just	a	short	descent	into	the	Yodda	Valley,	though	the	rubber	plantations	to	the	village	of	Kokoda	and	the	
end	of	the	track.	Kokoda	station	is	the	site	of	the	heroic	stand	of	the	39th	Battalion,	the	‘Ragged	Bloody	Heroes,’	several	hundred	
young	 and	 exhausted	 soldiers	 who	 faced	 the	 initial	 brunt	 of	 the	 powerful	 Japanese	 South	 Seas	 force.	We	 spend	 the	 night	 at	
Kokoda.		
	
DAY	NINE.	We	fly	back	to	Port	Moresby	on	a	morning	charter	flight	from	Kokoda.	We	visit	the	Bomana	War	Cemetery	and	have	a	
final	group	dinner	at	our	hotel	in	the	Port	Moresby	CBD.		
	
DAY	TEN.	International	flight	from	Port	Moresby	to	Australia.	

	
	



	

Why	trek	with	On	Track	Expeditions?	
	
Historical	 Expertise	 and	 Leadership.	 The	 historical	 knowledge	 of	 On	 Track	 Expeditions’	 guides	 is	 unparallelled.	 Our	 trek	
leaders	 are	 qualified	 historians,	 not	 just	 tour	 guides.	We	 have	met	 every	 living	 Kokoda	 veteran	 and	 conducted	 over	 100	
personal	interviews.	Bill	James,	our	historical	advisor,	is	Australia‘s	premier	authority	on	the	locational	history	of	the	Kokoda	
campaign	and	author	of	 the	best-selling	“Field	Guide	To	The	Kokoda	Track.”	Our	guides	have	published	history	books	and	
veterans’	 autobiographies,	 served	overseas	 in	 the	Australian	Army	and	Australian	 Federal	 Police,	worked	 closely	with	 the	
Australian	War	Memorial,	and	are	genuinely	passionate	about	sharing	the	story	of	Kokoda	with	other	Australians.		
	
Experience.	As	well	as	organizing	successful	crossings	for	many	hundreds	of	trekkers	in	private	groups,	On	Track	Expeditions	
has	developed	a	youth	 leadership	program	 in	partnership	with	 the	Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	Award,	and	 takes	 three	groups	of	
disadvantaged	young	Australians	across	the	track	each	year.	In	2013	we	were	the	official	trek	operator	of	the	Trek4Trauma	
(featured	on	 the	ABC’s	Australian	Story),	and	we	have	an	ongoing	 relationship	with	organisations	 such	as	 the	Queensland	
Police	&	Community	Youth	Club,	International	SOS,	and	the	South	Australian	Police.		

	
Local	 Knowledge.	On	 Track	 Expeditions	 is	 a	 licensed	operator	with	 the	Kokoda	 Track	Authority	 and	 a	Gold	 Trek	Operator	
Partner	with	the	Kokoda	Track	Foundation.	On	Track	Expeditions	works	closely	with	the	Kokoda	Track	Foundation	to	promote	
prosperity	in	the	villages	along	the	Track.	We	have	a	passion	for	the	Papuan	culture	and	a	unique	relationship	with	the	local	
people.	All	treks	are	accompanied	by	a	local	lead	guide	and	porter	crew.	On	Track	Expeditions’	lead	guide	is	Naden	Lovei,	the	
headman	of	Abuari	village.	Our	operations	manager	in	Port	Moresby	is	Skyvan	Kila.		

	
	
	

Notes	
	
We	can	arrange	other	activities	and	local	travel	in	PNG	before	or	after	completing	the	track.		
	
A	deposit	of	$500	is	required	to	confirm	a	place	on	the	trek.	Full	payment	is	required	2	months	prior	to	departure.	
	
A	good	standard	of	physical	fitness	is	required.	On	Track	provides	a	specialized	training	program	for	the	trek.		
	
We	accommodate	for	all	dietary	requirements.	
	
Most	participants	choose	to	trek	with	a	personal	porter.	The	porter	carries	your	main	rucksack	with	your	personal	equipment	(this	usually	weighs	
15-18kgs).	This	frees	you	up	to	carry	a	small	daypack	with	water,	lunch	and	other	essentials.		

 
 
 
	
	
	

On	Track	Expeditions	Pty	Ltd	
ABN	16	166	812	442	

9/144	Rose	St,	Fitzroy,	VIC,	3065	
www.ontrackexpeditions.com.au	

richard@ontrackexpeditions.com.au	0423043665	
	


